5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 8, 2009

Stewardship is a way of life.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving:

Tithing income: February 1, 2009             
$ 2068.15 

Income for February 3, 2008

$ 1867.50

Income for February 4, 2007

$ 2575.00 

Student Offerings



$       2.50        

Propagation of the Faith                                  $  118.00

Next week’s tithe: Next weeks tithe will go to pay for the costs to mail the FOCA cards.
From the pastor:  Father Thoms was just in El Salvador this past week with Lorrie Gawryla—a parishioner of ours—and a team of Doctors and Nurses giving much needed medical attention to many of the country’s most poor.  Her organization is called “Esperanza Internacional Clínica Médica” or “Hope International Medical Clinic.”  Tax deductible donations can be made to her work as a part of your “other 5%”.  Contact Lorrie at her office in McClure @: 1-814-404-0964.

Comments on Tithing from the pews:  Are you stagnating in your faith?  Are you looking for a way to “jump-start” your spiritual life?  Try tithing and catch the Spirit!
My Good Deed for the Week: Here’s what several of our young people offered as their tithe, in addition to their financial gift: A Pre-K said, “I helped my dad clean out the fridge.” A 4th grader said, “I folded clothes and put them away.” A 6th grader said, “I helped with my sister Lauren.”

FROM THE PASTOR

Weekly Reflection: So many times during our life can all of us  identify with Job’s lament in this Sunday’s first reading: “Is not [our] life on earth a drudgery?”  Some of us must get up way too early in the morning to get to a job.  We might sit in traffic far too many precious minutes in the morning or evening rush hours.  We might work in society’s or church’s service sector, and feel like all we get is complaints, no matter how hard we try.  We, too, like Job, might often feel like our days end “without hope.”  The gospel tells of Jesus who “cured many”: Peter’s mother-in-law, the sick among the town, those who were possessed by demons.  It is no surprise that “everyone is looking” for Jesus—who wouldn’t seek hope and the promise of a better life if someone were among us who could heal every ill?  This gospel reminds of two important and related points.

 First, the significance of Jesus’ healings and exorcisms goes beyond the individuals who came to him in their illness.  Rather, they reveal the purpose for which Jesus came.  Into a world of hopelessness described by Job and suffering depicted by the sick and possessed in the gospel, Jesus enters preaching the Good News, confronting suffering, and bringing hope.  Jesus is the Good News in action.

Second, we might lament that we could not have lived over two thousand years ago so that we might bring our sorrows and ailments to Jesus for healing.  Yet, Jesus is present to us just as much today as to the crowds in the gospel.  Like the people in the gospel, all we need do is come to him, present ourselves, and ask to be healed.  And Jesus gives us a clue in the gospel about how we might come to him.  He rose “very early before dawn” and went out “to a deserted place” to pray, to be in communion with God.  Jesus never loses sight of his mission because he never loses sight of his Father.  This is how we come to Jesus today—by praying, being in communion with God.  Hope is discovered in surrendering ourselves to God, coming to him in the intimacy of divine encounter, and allowing him to reach out and heal us.  Yes, today, Jesus is still the Good News in action.

The second reading during Ordinary Time:  Usually during Ordinary Time the second reading does not fit with the first reading and gospel.  The second reading during this season is a sequential reading of one of the New Testament letters.  This Sunday is a happy coincidence in that the second reading reinforces the approach to the first reading and gospel.  Paul is emphasizing his (all Christans?) role in preaching the Gospel, but this is no reason to boast.  Paul says we must become “all things to all, to save at least some” and find our own share in the Gospel we preach by the way we live the Good News.

PARISH NEWS

St. Jude “Coffee House” February 15: You are invited to the St. Jude Youth Group's next coffee house on Sunday, February 15th from 5-9pm.   The theme for this coffee house event will be “love,” in honor of St. Valentine.  It will be an evening filled
with music, food, and fellowship, including an “open mic” opportunity.  A free will offering will be welcomed, and proceeds will go toward the Youth Group's service projects.  In addition, canned goods will be collected at the entrance to benefit the local food pantry.  Anyone interested in contributing a baked good for the event may bring it to Mass the morning of February 15th.

Thank You!  A HUGE thank you to the people of our parish who have worked so hard this week to remove the carpet and tile of the floor in the “old church” and then lay the new ceramic tile.  It looks awesome!  Once again, St. Jude parishioners show that this truly is their parish by “jumping in there” and getting done what needs to be done.  We have several other groups who are beginning to do this: our “church cleaning crew” (headed up by Dollie Marencic) and our new “building and grounds committee” (headed up by Dan Ames).  Thank you for all that you do to make your parish of St. Jude the special parish that it is.

St. Jude Parish Celebrates 50 years in Juniata County: This year marks the 50th anniversary of our parish.  The parish was dedicated by Bishop Leach on April 5, 1959 – so April 5, 2009 (Palm Sunday) will be our 50th Anniversary as a parish!  Several anniversary events are being planned including a special service and dinner.  Watch the bulletin for more information.
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Sun. Feb. 8 –( Job 7:1-,6-7,Cor 9:16-19,22-23 )

 9:15am – Michael Murry

Mon. Feb. 9 – (Gen 1:1-19; Mk 6:53-56)

 9:00am – Pietro Evola

Tues. Feb 10 – St. Scholastica (Gen 1:20-2:4a; Mk 7: 1-13)
Wed. Feb 11 – OL Lourdes (Gen 2:4b-9, 15-17; Mk 7:14-23)

Thurs. Feb 12 – (Gen 2:18-25; Mk 7:24-30)

Fri. Feb 13 – (Gen 3:1-8; Mk 7:31-37)
 9:00am – Mercurio J. Bruno, Jr.

Sat. Feb 14 – Sts Cyril & Methodius (Gen 3:9-24; Mk 8:1-10) 

 5:00pm (English) – Vincenzo Passalaqua

 6:30pm (Spanish) – Jean Patrick

Sun. Feb 15 – (Lev 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Cor 10:31-11:1; Mk 1:4-45)  

 9:15am – Bob & Frank Schilling
EDUCATION

NBC Refuses to air Pro-Life Ad: Not shown during Super Bowl on grounds the ad involved “Political Advocacy or Issues” by Chris Friend, The Bulletin:  Monday, February 2, 2009.  A storm of controversy has engulfed the NBC television network after it refused to air a pro-life commercial during yesterday’s Super Bowl on the grounds that the ad involved “political advocacy or issues.”  The ad celebrates human life from conception, and portrays President Barack Obama as an unborn child.

   Created by the Chicago-based Catholic organization Fidelis, the commercial was originally broadcast on Black Entertainment Television (BET) on Inauguration Day. It is also posted on YouTube and has received over 700,000 hits since Jan. 20, the Washington Times reported. 

   According to UPI, the president of Fidelis, Brian Burch, said NBC originally responded to the group’s desire to run the spot with a proposal for a package costing $1.5 million to $1.8 million. However, Mr. Burch said that after his members pledged “significant dollars” for the project, NBC changed its mind.  Called “Imagine Spot 1,” the ad opens with an ultrasound of a child in utero set to violin music. After detailing the child’s future as bleak, the voice over announces the child will grow up to be the first African-American president of the United States as a photo of Mr. Obama flashes on the screen. It concludes with the tag line, “Life: Imagine the Potential.”

   Mr. Burch, who also serves as president of CatholicVote.org, said there was “nothing objectionable in this positive, life-affirming advertisement,” according to the EWTN Catholic network’s Web site. 

   “How can a national television network choose to show sexual commercials and sitcoms which do nothing but sell and promote sex, but won’t air an ad that celebrates the beauty of life,” asked Maureen Rennie, president of Kitty Ward Travel in Springfield, Delaware County.  Mr. Burch echoed the inconsistency Ms. Rennie discussed.  He noted that while NBC refused their ad for being advocacy-based, and an ad from the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals [PETA], although initially rejected because it depicted “a level of sexuality exceeding our standards,” was nonetheless permitted to run if the animal-rights advocacy organization followed a detailed list of edits that would make the spot acceptable.  

   “NBC claims it doesn’t allow advocacy ads, but that’s not true. They were willing to air an ad by PETA if they would simply tone down the sexual suggestiveness,” said Mr. Burch.  “The purpose of our new ad is to spread a message of hope about the potential of every human life, including the life of Barack Obama. We are now looking at alternative venues to run the ad over the next several weeks.”  

   Kevin Kelly, founder of the Loyal Opposition in Philadelphia, expressed his dissatisfaction with NBC. “As an owner of GE stock [which owns NBC], I’m not sure what’s more enraging: the fact that NBC Universal would put political ideology before shareholder value or that my GE shares have dropped from $40 to $12 in less than a year. Both confirm my belief that [NBC President and CEO] Jeff Zucker needs to find a new job,” he said.     

   The reaction from Pro-Life leaders was equally disdainful regarding NBC’s handling of the situation. “My first reaction is sadness over how dramatically this illustrates the distorted state of our culture’s moral compass. We can be bombarded with dozens of tasteless ads applauding the wonders of Viagra, or suggestive ads linking romantic success to the purchase of a range of products, but NBC draws the line at celebrating a decision to choose life as ‘too controversial’,” said Ted Meehan, president of the  Reagan Caucus, a political grassroots organization in Pennsylvania.

   Mr. Meehan called the ad “tastefully done,” and offered his perspective on truth.  “A single mother chose life for her baby, despite the fact that the child would face an array of challenges, including his father abandoning him. Despite those challenges, the child prospered and became our first African American President,” Mr. Meehan said.  “Too often, similar circumstances are used as automatic justifications for ending life before birth. This has happened 50 million times since 1973. Should we not wonder how many Babe Ruths, Muhammed Alis, Oprah Winfreys, Bruce Springsteens, and Barack Obamas have been destroyed.

   “NBC’s loyalty is not toward truth but toward the radical agenda of their friends at Planned Parenthood. Truth, it seems, is merely the latest victim of the abortion holocaust.” 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL

What is first grade doing?  First grade has been busy learning at the start of the new year. We have implemented literacy centers in our language arts studies. These centers allow the class to practice their literacy skills independently or cooperatively in small teams. The students love doing their work in these groups and are learning while having fun. The centers also offer me, the teacher, the opportunity to work directly with those who need help while the rest of the class continue at their own pace. In math class we have been practicing building and reading graphs and charts. Students also learned to read and follow directions on grid maps. As always, religion is the students' favorite subject. We have been learning how to say "Yes" to God by studying the examples of Mary and Noah. Finally, in social studies, the students created and described community service vehicles which are displayed in our hallway. They also learned about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his important work and sacrifice.

SHS Night at St. Jude: Next weekend, following the 5:00PM and 6:30PM Mass, Sr. Marie Luu, Principal, and Sue Parzanese, Director of Development and Finance, will be available after Mass to answer questions and hand out information about Sacred Heart of Jesus School.  Join us for refreshments and information next week!

Sacred Heart “More Than An Auction” Raffle Tickets: The next two weekends, Feb. 14-15 and 21-22, Sacred Heart of Jesus School will be making available to parishioners of St. Jude the tickets for the Annual All Cash Raffle sale held during the school’s More Than An Auction Event which will be held on Sunday, April 26, 2009 at the Youth Park in Reedsville.  We ask each family of St. Jude Parish to buy or sell 1 booklet of 10 tickets in support of the parish's mission of Catholic education.  Tickets are $5.00 each or $35.00 for a booklet of 10.  Top prize for the raffle is $1,000!  We had a great response last year, so we hope we can count on your support again this year!










