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Parish Policies for Marriage

To assist you in planning and preparing for your marriage at St. Jude Parish, we have prepared these guidelines, which provide you with notice of parish policies, and answer frequently asked questions.

Music

Music is a very important element to your marriage ceremony.  In addition to the guidelines given you in the Diocesan guide, the parish has its own suggestions, recommendations and guidelines.  

· Remember that this is a liturgical and Sacramental celebration.  Singing is an important element of this.  Thus, the following is expected:

· There should be a cantor who will help to lead the congregation in singing and sing the Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation.  If the ceremony is during Mass, the cantor would also lead the various parts of the Mass & Eucharistic Acclamations.

· There is to be a Gathering Song following the processional.

· Musicians – Musicians – our parish organists are happy to provide you with music for your wedding.  Please contact the parish office for their telephone numbers.  If you choose to hire other outside musicians (i.e. a woodwind, string or brass quartet, your "Aunt Mabel," another organist), you may certainly do so.  However, before making any final arrangements or securing a commitment/signing a contract, the proposed musician(s) MUST FIRST contact the parish to talk through the liturgy.  The musician must also be able to provide for the liturgical parts of the ceremony as well be aware of the requirements and prohibitions for music used during a marriage & liturgical ceremony.  If the musicians are not able to provide for these parts of the ceremony, you will still need to hire our organist and cantor to provide for those parts of the service.  If contracting with outside musicians, you must also share with them the booklet entitled "Liturgical Guidelines for the Planning the Rite of Marriage: Diocese of Harrisburg" which you received at your first meeting with the parish priest.

· Musical Selections – remember the liturgical setting.  NO secular music is permitted before, during or after the ceremony.  Save these for your reception.  Music from pop, country, contemporary artists or show tunes are never permissible.  Also not permitted are The Wedding Song; The Bridal Chorus from Lohengrin (by Wagner), otherwise known as “Here Comes the Bride”; nor The Wedding March (by Mendelssohn).

· Stipends are determined by the individual musicians.  Please consult with them for this amount.

The Rehearsal

Please remind your guests and members of the wedding party that the rehearsal takes place in a sacred place: a church.  Proper dress and behavior is expected.  Men should not wear hats within the church.  Women should dress appropriately.  Save all joking and “pranks” for the rehearsal dinner.

The Ceremony

· Nothing may be thrown inside or outside the church (ie flower petals, rice, birdseed, etc).  You may blow bubbles.
· It is recommended that you not use a “runner.”  Someone always trips.
· Prohibited is the “Unity Candle.”  Father can provide you with alternatives.
· Neither candelabra nor pew candles are to be used.  
· No alcoholic beverages in any quantity may be consumed before the ceremony.  Should either bride or groom smell of alcohol, the ceremony will be cancelled on the spot.  You need to have your full faculties and awareness of what you are doing in this ceremony. 
Photographs

You will certainly want to preserve your memories of this day through photographs.  Father will communicate with the photographer prior to the ceremony.  If there will also be a video, the video must be shot from the side aisles or balcony and must use only battery power.  Do NOT plug video cameras into the electrical system – it interferes with the sound system.

Flowers

Please call the parish office (436-6722) to coordinate the flowers and the florist.  It is hoped that you will choose to leave some flowers in the church for the weekend.  Our parish secretary, Mary, Marie will help you select wording to place notice in the bulletin.  You may also e-mail Mary at rectory@stjudemifflintown.org.  

Stipends

It is customary to offer the celebrant a stipend.  Some also choose to offer a donation to the parish for the use of the facilities.  A customary amount for the presider is $100.  Whatever gift is made to the parish is your choosing.

Clean up

The Church requires a $50.00 deposit for the use of the church.  That deposit will be returned after the ceremony if all is returned to the condition in which it was found.  ALL items brought into the church must be removed when you leave – flower boxes, hangers, clothes protectors, water bottles, food wrappers, etc.

Registration

Remember, following your marriage ceremony, please re-register with the parish as a married couple.  Congratulations!  We offer you God’s blessings as you prepare for your lives together.

